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The Role of SchoolThe Role of SchoolThe Role of SchoolThe Role of School    
AssemblyAssemblyAssemblyAssembly 

in a Catholic School is surely to provide 
rich opportunities for pupils and staff to 

pray and praise God as a community. 
Prayer is essentially a relationship with 
God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
it is through prayer that we expand our 

hearts and fulfil, perhaps, the Lord’s 
double command: 

to love God and love our neighbour. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What is Prayer? 
 
St Thérèse of Lisieux: “For me prayer is a surge of the heart; it is a  
     simple look toward heaven, it is a cry of  
     recognition and of love, embracing both trial 
     and joy.” 
 
St Teresa of Avila:  “Prayer is a close sharing between friends.” 
 
St Teresa of Avila:  “In prayer, we listen, 
         we speak, 
         we gaze.” 
 
St Theophane the Recluse: “Prayer is the spiritual barometer which  
      allows us to know ourselves.” 
 
 
St John Chrysostom: “Prayer is  
      A port in a storm 
      The anchor of the shipwrecked 
      A stick for the staggering 
      A treasure for the poor 
       Our refuge in evil 
      The mother of philosophy 
      The  light of the soul 
      Water protecting the Church 
      As indispensable for monks as water  
        for fish.” 
 
Bishop Thomas’ favourite definition of prayer is: 
      “making ourselves present to the  
       presence of God.” 
 
Basil Hume:   “The task of handing on the faith to  
     future generations is both the privilege 
     and responsibility of the local Church. 
     Its primary purpose is to bring young 
     people to a personal relationship with 
     Jesus Christ.” 



ASSEMBLIES IN THE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
 
ASSEMBLY  is a time when pupils and staff gather together for a variety of purposes 
 

I got up early one morning 
and rushed right into the day; 
I had so much to accomplish 

that I didn’t have time to pray. 
Problems just tumbled about me, 

and heavier came each task; 
“Why doesn’t God help me?” I wondered. 

He answered, “You didn’t ask.” 
I wanted to see joy and beauty, 

But the day toiled on grey and bleak; 
I wondered why God didn’t show me. 

He said, “But you didn’t seek.” 
I tried to come into God’s presence; 

I used all my keys in the lock. 
God gently and lovingly chided, 
“My child, you didn’t knock.” 
I woke up early this morning, 

and paused before entering the day; 
I had so much to accomplish 
that had to take time to pray. 

 
       Author unknown.. 
 
 
 
The time to get your spiritual instrument in tune is early in the morning  
before the concert of the day begins. 
       Author unknown 
 

 
 
 
 
PURPOSES 
 
These may include: 
 

1. Worshipping together 
2. Reflecting on the Ethos of the School 
3. Being informed of administrative arrangements 
4. Reflecting on various aspects of school life sharing learning experiences 
5. Listening to stories – Book Week 
6. Celebrating individual or group achievements 
7. Engaging and involving pupils in the process of drawing up the Mission Statement 
8. Listening to a visiting speaker. 

 
 
 
There must be clarity  of purpose otherwise we may end up with a jumbling of intentions. 
 
 

 



CATHOLIC TRADITION 
 
The Catholic tradition has long emphasised the importance of Morning Prayer.  For us in the 
Catholic School, there is a ‘Double Focus’. 
 
In Morning Prayer and Worship whether it takes place in the classroom or collectively in the School 
Hall – 

1) By raising our minds and hearts to God and to the needs of others we are brought 
into two key dimensions of Christian living, namely WORSHIP and SERVICE. 

2) By looking to God there is another Focus that the source of our strength for the 
coming day will be the grace God gives to us through the Holy Spirit and the 
guidance for out work and activity is provided by the WORD OF GOD. 

 
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP 
 
1989 legislation laid down certain criteria binding all school. 
 

- All schools must begin the day with an act of worship generally known as ASSEMBLY. 
 

- The ASSEMBLY should be: 
 

- Inclusive 
- Educational 
- Contribute to Spiritual Development 
- Sense of occasion 

 
WORSHIPPING NATURE OF OUR SCHOOL 
 
The worshipping nature of our school is expressed in a variety of ways.  Among these are: 
 

- Prayer 
- Assemblies 
- Eucharist 
- Sacraments 
- Alternative Liturgies 
- Classroom Prayer/Worship. 

 
WORSHIP 
  

- Meet the Living God 
- Stand before the Living God as we are 
- Come to know God experientially  
- Know God through prayer 

 
CATEGORIES OR DIMENSIONS OF worship: 
 

- Praise 
- Thanksgiving 
- Repentance 
- Intercessions 

 
 

 



TYPES OF ASSEMBLIES 
 

- Class led 
- Head Teacher 
- Senior Management 
- Visitor led 
- Parent led 

 
ASSEMBLIES widen PERSPECTIVES 
 

- Geographically 
- Cultural 
- Historically 
- Spiritually 

 
COLLECTIVE WORSHIP IN SCHOOLS SHOULD AIM: 
 

- To provide opportunities for pupils to worship God 
- to consider spiritual and moral issues 
- to explore their own belief 

- To encourage participation and response whether through active involvement 
in the presentation of worship or through listening to and joining in the  
 worship offered 

- To develop community spirit 
- To promote and reinforce common ethos 

 
These aims can be seen to reflect an important teaching of the Second Vatican Council: 
 one of the gravest errors of our time is the dichotomy between the faith which 
 many profess and there day-to-day conduct (Gaudium et Spes 43). 
 

- To express in a variety of ways the distinctive values that underpin the school’s 
existence, vision, outlook against the background of its Mission Statement 

 
- To offer opportunities to explore the Spiritual Dimension if diverse ways: 

 
enable 
empower 
uplift 
ponder 
reflect 
empathise 
 

- To provide moments of reflection and prayer 
 

- To present basic religious concepts 
 

- To enable pupils to come into the fullness of Trinitarian life. 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
RECOGNISE 
 
Children are basically liturgical beings 
Need for a Holistic approach 
Worship requires careful planning if it is to be a meaningful experience 
Cross-curricular contributions 
 
 
 
 
REFLECT 
 
What strategies will be used to present the assembly - 
Place: Focus an atmosphere conducive to worship been created? 
Focus: Flowers, drape, candle ,poster, artefact, art display, symbol etc. 
Welcome 
Audibility of pupils (leading) 
Pupil participation 
Appropriateness of content 
Staff participation. 
 
 
 
 
RESPECT 
 
Diverse practice/background/faith experiences of pupils 
Ethnicity of pupils 
Pupil stress 
Diversity of culture 
 
 
 
 
 
RELATE 
 
Clarity of content 
Sound teaching 
Good doctrine 
Appropriate language 
No overloading of words 
Hymns ‘God’ centred 
Scripture. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
REJOICE 
 
Genuine sense of celebration 
Active participation 
Christian joy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
REMEMBER 
 
Word, phrase, thought 
Building a scriptural culture 
Key components: 

 planning 
 presentation/order of service 
 atmosphere 
 timing 
 accommodation 
 religious content 
 music (appropriate) 
 alertness to pupils experience 
Vatican II’s Directive: “Full conscious and active participation.” 
Remember, too, to let God be God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RENEW 
 
Evaluation on what has been: 

  - instructive 
  - consolidated 
  - explained 
  - introduced 
  - developed 
  - celebrated 
  - changed. 

 

 



 
Practical guidance for assembly preparation 
 
 
Assemblies require careful planning if they are to be meaningful events.  We cannot, 
however, ensure that these occasions will be religious experiences, that is the work 
of the Holy Spirit, but we can create the conditions and bring children to the 
threshold of worship. 
 
 
TEN TIPS: 
 
1. Favour a holistic approach (cross-curricular, and take account of the cultural 

richness of participants). 
2. Decide on the appropriate strategies to present the assembly; prepare the 

venue creating a sense of occasion. 
3. What will the focus be: artefact, candle, drape, poster, art display, symbol etc? 
4. Maximise pupil involvement and ensure staff presence and participation. 
5. Content should be Scripture based, to ensure good doctrine and sound 

teaching (use a translation appropriate for participants). 
6. Include some intercessions that reflect current situations, the reality of pupils’ 

lives. Such prayers can be educational in teaching us how to pray in a way that 
fosters extended love of neighbour. 

7. Use various forms of prayer: formal, personal, reflective, liturgical. 
8. Choose hymns that are God-centred and balance the participative and 

reflective. 
9. Build into assembly a quiet moment/silence to allow God to speak, teach, draw 

and love us.  It is a time as Cardinal Hume cites when two silences meet: the 
silence of God and the silence of the individual. 

10. The assembly should last ten to twelve minutes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

POSSIBLE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 
 
 
 

� Entrance: Music appropriate for the occasionEntrance: Music appropriate for the occasionEntrance: Music appropriate for the occasionEntrance: Music appropriate for the occasion    
    

� Greetings and Introduction of theGreetings and Introduction of theGreetings and Introduction of theGreetings and Introduction of the THEME of Worship THEME of Worship THEME of Worship THEME of Worship    
    

� Sign of CrossSign of CrossSign of CrossSign of Cross    
    

� Reference to Focus or SymbolReference to Focus or SymbolReference to Focus or SymbolReference to Focus or Symbol    
    

� HymnHymnHymnHymn    
    

� ScriptureScriptureScriptureScripture    
    

� ResponseResponseResponseResponse    
    

� Quiet/Reflective MOMENTQuiet/Reflective MOMENTQuiet/Reflective MOMENTQuiet/Reflective MOMENT    
    

� PrayersPrayersPrayersPrayers    
    

� Our FatherOur FatherOur FatherOur Father    
    

� Concluding HymnConcluding HymnConcluding HymnConcluding Hymn    
    

� Recessional MusicRecessional MusicRecessional MusicRecessional Music    

 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

“Catholic schools  
should form 

students for full, 
conscious and  

active participation 
in the liturgical life  

of the parish” 
Thomas Groome 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
“Every Catholic and 

religiously sponsored school 
should have a vibrant worship 
life, with ample opportunities 
for student liturgies, time of 
prayer and reflection and be 

suffused with religious 
symbols that nurture the 

faith identity of students” 
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Worship Policy Worship Policy Worship Policy Worship Policy     
in the in the in the in the     

Primary SchoolPrimary SchoolPrimary SchoolPrimary School    
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1. INTRODUCTION  

 
� Statutory and Diocesan Requirements 

 
 
2. MISSION STATEMENT  
 

� who complied 
� when revisited and reviewed 
� display of Mission Statement around school 
 
 

3. ASSEMBLIES 
 

� class  
� whole school 
� class worship 
� times 
� monitoring 
� key stage 

 
 
4. MASSES  
  

� whole school 
� phase group 
� chaplaincy provision 
� First Communion e.g. school/parish 

 
 
5. RECONCILIATION SERVICES  
 

� Advent 
� Lent 
� Sacramental preparation e.g. school/parish 
� Preparation for Rite 

 
 
6. PRAYER 
 

� Formal prayer 
� Liturgical prayer 
� Reflective prayer 
� Meditation 
� Prayer focus in classrooms / hall 
 

 
7. HYMN PRACTICE 
 

� Frequency and availability of hymns 
 

 



8. CHRISTMAS / EASTER / PENTECOST CELEBRATION  
 
 
 
9. LEAVERS MASS 
 

� School / parish based 
 
 
 
10. RETREATS/ AWAY DAYS  
 

� staff 
� pupils 
� governors 

 
 
11. R.E. INSET 
 
 
 
12. RESOURCES 
 

� Bibles 
� Cassettes 
� CD’s 
� Music 

 
 
 
13.  DISPLAYS 
 
 
 
14. ARTEFACTS   
 
 
 
15. SCRIPTURE 
 

� Sunday preparation 
� Display 
� Creative use of Scripture 
� Different translating 

 
 
 
16. HOME/SCHOOL/PARISH 
 
 
 
17. GOVERNORS.    
 

 

 


