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BRENTWOOD DIOCESAN EDUCATION SERVICE 
“Supporting Catholic schools to provide excellent education where pupils flourish, 

and Christ is made known to all.” 

Governor News – September 2021  
This is a monthly summary to help governors keep up to date with key themes of 
national education policy, the local Diocesan context, research and good practice.  

 
DfE has updated guidance for schools during coronavirus as well as Contingency 
framework: education and childcare settings and SEND and specialist settings: additional 
COVID-19 operational guidance 
 
The new version of Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE) came into effect on 1 
September 2021. One area that has been extensively reviewed is peer-on-peer sexual 
abuse in schools. Ofsted has also published an updated version of Inspecting safeguarding 
in early years, education and skills to align it to the latest version of KCSIE. Make sure that 
the KCSIE 2021 changes are reflected in your school policies and procedures and staff CPD 
 

A new version of Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment between Children in Schools and 
Colleges also came into force in September 2021 
 
Are all your governors up-to-date with their statutory responsibilities around safeguarding? 
The next Safeguarding Children webinar takes place on Monday 17 January 2022 (17:30-
19:00) and you can book your place here 
 
Ofsted has updated their Education Inspection Handbooks clarifying, amongst other things, 
how inspectors will assess how schools and colleges tackle sexual harassment, abuse and 
violence among children and young people. A clear line of enquiry for governing bodies will 
be around the RSE curriculum. Please ensure that at least one governor from your school 
attends the Changes to Ofsted Framework webinar for school governors on Wednesday 1 
December 2021 (17:30 -19:30) 
 
Does your secondary school have a governor with a strategic lead in careers education? 
The governing body has statutory responsibilities around careers education in schools – p13 
summarises your key responsibilities 
 
An Ofsted report has found that children and young people with special educational needs 
and disabilities (SEND) have been disproportionately affected by pandemic. You can read 
the report, 'SEND: old issues, new issues, next steps', here 

Induction – Being an Effective Governor in a Catholic School is now being run as a webinar 
(Saturday 9 October 10:00- 13:00). Designed for new governors, the workshop will help 
governors gain confidence and knowledge of the three core functions of governance within a 
Catholic setting. Book your place here 
 
Ofsted’s review of research into factors that influence the quality of music education in 
schools found that schools need to be more ambitious about what they expect for music in 
the classroom and make sure that time is well used. An updated version of the school 
governors’ guide to Music Education by Arts Council England (ACE) includes questions that 
the governing body can ask 
 
This an optional service, sent once a month. If you prefer NOT to receive Governor 
News please e-mail sophierussell@dioceseofbrentwood.org with the subject heading 
UNSUBSCRIBE GN; please include your name and school 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/schools-covid-19-operational-guidance
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1011704/20210817_Contingency_Framework_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1011704/20210817_Contingency_Framework_FINAL.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/send-and-specialist-settings-additional-covid-19-operational-guidance-applies-after-step-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-full-opening-special-schools-and-other-specialist-settings/send-and-specialist-settings-additional-covid-19-operational-guidance-applies-after-step-4
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspecting-safeguarding-in-early-years-education-and-skills
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/inspecting-safeguarding-in-early-years-education-and-skills
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
https://web.pro-forms.co.uk/onlineForms/entry.phtml?code=jn0fkdth
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-inspection-handbook-eif
https://web.pro-forms.co.uk/onlineForms/entry.phtml?code=13x8zedc0
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1002972/Careers_statutory_guidance.pdf
https://www.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46387df40cbf78623e0679b2f&id=7fd66245a0&e=eb0fc33ae7
https://www.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46387df40cbf78623e0679b2f&id=7fd66245a0&e=eb0fc33ae7
https://www.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46387df40cbf78623e0679b2f&id=405da9eb56&e=eb0fc33ae7
https://www.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=46387df40cbf78623e0679b2f&id=405da9eb56&e=eb0fc33ae7
https://web.pro-forms.co.uk/onlineForms/entry.phtml?code=dg5jq0el
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-music/research-review-series-music
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-review-series-music/research-review-series-music
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/download-file/Governor%20Guides%20-%20Music.pdf
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