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BRENTWOOD DIOCESAN EDUCATION SERVICE 
“Supporting Catholic schools to provide excellent education where pupils flourish, 

and Christ is made known to all.” 
Governor News – March 2024 
This is a monthly summary to help governors keep up to date with key themes of national 
education policy, the local Diocesan context, research and good practice.  
 
Don’t forget to book your place on our 2024 Virtual Conference for Governors and Trustees! 
This is being held as a series of interactive webinars over the mornings of Tuesday 12 
March 2024 and Wednesday 13 March 2024. Delegates can book for either or both 
mornings. Book your place 

DfE has made an important update to their statutory guidance Working Together to 
Safeguard Children 2023 This video highlights the changes  

DfE has published updated Working together to improve school attendance guidance which 
will become mandatory from September. Changes include expectations on supporting 
pupils with mental health or physical ill health, new fine rates, absence thresholds at which 
penalties must be considered, requirements to share daily data and new absence codes 
 
Reminder - by 31 March 2024 all maintained schools and academy trusts must submit the 
schools financial value standard (SFVS) and school resource management self-assessment 
checklist (SRMSAC) respectively. These tools provide assurance that the school or trust is 
meeting the basic standards of good financial health and resource management 
 
Ofsted has updated their guidance Inspecting schools: guide for maintained and academy 
schools summarising what schools should expect and what they need to do as part of an 
Ofsted inspection 
 
DfE has published new non-statutory guidance on how schools can develop, implement and 
maintain a policy that prohibits the use of mobile phones throughout the school day. The 
guidance aims to ensure a consistent approach across all schools, and to minimise 
disruption and improve behaviour linked to the use of mobile phones in schools  
 
DfE has published Responding to requests for wraparound childcare guidance for schools 
ahead of the launch of the wraparound childcare programme, designed to support schools 
and trusts to understand how to respond to requests from parents including the 
responsibilities of the board in relation to considering whether to establish wraparound 
childcare on school sites. Boards are encouraged to read the guidance alongside the 
wraparound guidance for schools   
 
This year’s Good School Food Awards celebrate the inspiring governor or school leader 
going above and beyond to ensure young minds are given the fuel they need to 
succeed. Click here and select the Governor or School Leader category to nominate 
 
Attending extra-curricular clubs during secondary school is associated with a range of 
positive outcomes when young people are in their early twenties according to a study carried 
out by the Education Policy Institute (EPI)  
 
This is an optional service, sent once a month. If you prefer NOT to receive Governor News please e-mail 
victoriabarnes@brcdt.org with the subject heading UNSUBSCRIBE GN; please include your name and 
school  
Diocesan communications are issued solely to support you to carry out your education functions as a Catholic school leader on 
behalf of your diocesan bishop. They may contain sensitive information and must be respected as private communications and 
not be shared with any third parties external to the diocese without written BDES consent. 

https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/event/diocese-brentwood-inaugural-conference-governors-2021/
https://web.pro-forms.co.uk/onlineForms/entry.phtml?code=d7u3xm6p
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-safeguard-children--2
https://www.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/jxsr97sa
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnga.us4.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d61b50c958d6d8bdc66ca58bbd%26id%3dc60ed1381f%26e%3d2410161020&c=E,1,0tuQqrWo_GXUUzxFgl_TjF5T0q3KbGbB2R78auNFNnBWpAG1ImrBCnjMPoaLrAuD9vhhJpmA-IzG3nd0hyAoCoEIJFN9PkWWgNAtxZk33f3RjxLzHiM-E6kYZaM,&typo=1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-financial-value-standard-sfvs
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/school-resource-management-self-assessment-checklist
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/school-resource-management-self-assessment-checklist
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/inspecting-schools-guide-for-maintained-and-academy-schools
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/inspecting-schools-guide-for-maintained-and-academy-schools
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnga.us4.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d61b50c958d6d8bdc66ca58bbd%26id%3d735f84e80e%26e%3d2410161020&c=E,1,-KdUaw_JeINPWC1EGmYs00ZnkM2AJnkfXFl1nS1mHNDuuWhX68meK2cV6JkGVrIqeNut1MRO7GjOoZgWAOuuFEMl0CJD0cRn8eGNHNhVGbI,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnga.us4.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d61b50c958d6d8bdc66ca58bbd%26id%3db8bfd240cf%26e%3d2410161020&c=E,1,hGdr3BkgW6ArjaUfKxk5JpMt56V3ElvR8Fbja8nJVNyG1m9xdRX-NRtU2Q92-bmKgqDLTxDnhSQEcXO-aAF5588xIDQr0BZAisuzsT6n&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnga.us4.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d61b50c958d6d8bdc66ca58bbd%26id%3d047583b3b6%26e%3d2410161020&c=E,1,Ku8ehow2x6OEfdIDXKeN-IMk1AwBOCoIHkTEyEl4a6Mv2nY7H1Dd9N2sx5Lkoo8KlxB4JljMOhJ8QAy-m9WFuF3H0IePbKFCsGoHRhHCjg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnga.us4.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d61b50c958d6d8bdc66ca58bbd%26id%3d925fb2daaf%26e%3d2410161020&c=E,1,Qu9D1RfWcVTcPgbzlcs6H6bHiihMd8i6cDsMH4XNqw187mkOwPrkPNj1NJOkMlXRH88qwfkkvM1BYNVH1vPlG_dwsvpOWobIay_eB5vVwdujXmsGYGFgfw,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnga.us4.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d61b50c958d6d8bdc66ca58bbd%26id%3d6db978b38c%26e%3d2410161020&c=E,1,GzF0fooVgpAgxuO-vA0KoUnK3NV0WS-Qq2AI-Hg6ZyM_zomQp7URRrKWfRwwkanoApvdMlxFeodhzhsctXrbmr4iTyzS8qnTrLojG7EQY698NQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnga.us4.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d61b50c958d6d8bdc66ca58bbd%26id%3dd9cf52d219%26e%3d2410161020&c=E,1,Hyssc1Fxq21IZZuYJSkDZrI7CNJRM_vnQY-ON1FrFpp6U3V1PFvGQ8RprPuEVMOLCBSy48VZ0nP04p1EP_2a6CXAIDw8KDF40iBhUEa3zu-T4zS7kMZybetmCEE,&typo=1

