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BRENTWOOD DIOCESAN EDUCATION SERVICE 
“Supporting Catholic schools to provide excellent education where pupils flourish, 

and Christ is made known to all.” 
 
Governor News – April 2024 
This is a monthly summary to help governors keep up to date with key themes of national 
education policy, the local Diocesan context, research and good practice.  
 
The Diocese has published results of ‘Bishop Alan listens’ research report – research into 
why Catholics no longer come to Church 
 
The DfE’s Governance Handbook and competency framework documents have been 
withdrawn and replaced with two new governance guides. We encourage everyone involved 
in school and trust governance to explore these new guides:  
Maintained schools governance                              
Academy trust governance 
 
It is strongly recommended that schools review their admission arrangements in the summer 
term ready for consultation in the autumn term if required. You may find this presentation 

useful Slides for admissions presentation 12.03.24.pptx 

 
As you know, the Prayer and Liturgy Directory has been published, for implementation by 
September 2025. Governors and directors, as guardians of the Catholic school’s life and 
mission, have a key responsibility to ensure that the prayer and liturgy policy is updated 
regularly and shared with all stakeholders. The presentation from the Governors’ Conference 

outlines your key responsibilities Prayer and Liturgy Directory Pesentation.pptx 
 
DfE has published new guidance on PE and Sports in schools helping schools increase 
access to physical activity and extra-curricular sport, including examples of good practice 
 
Ofsted has launched their Big Listen, seeking views on how they can improve. The 
consultation closes on 31 May 2024 

 
Ofsted have published a new subject report on the quality of English in primary and 
secondary schools in England. The press release highlights that the teaching of reading in 
schools has improved significantly but writing and spoken language need more focus 
 
Are all your governors up-to-date with their statutory responsibilities around safeguarding? 
The next Safeguarding Children webinar on Monday 7 October 2024 (17:30-19:00) will 
focus on the next KCSIE, due to be published in the autumn term. Book your place 
 
New research by the EPI has found that suspended pupils were on average 12 months 
behind non-suspended pupils, and calls for schools to plan early intervention for those 
identified at risk of suspension and be better equipped to recognise pupils with mental health 
and other additional needs 
 
Ofcom’s report Children’s Media Use and Attitudes makes fascinating reading across a 
number of areas of children's media use  
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https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/news/results-of-bishop-alan-listens-research-report/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/governance-in-maintained-schools
https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkM2K2zAUhZ_G3hSbq9_ECy1a2kDXfQBzJV07msSSq58JefuSmQyFMtDl-Y50Lny473PEjcwFX9CGodSUackp1jLsOfnmakix98ZLNVnoybADAya1UMeeNgzX2dM1vFK-z8EbDlJxADUd1LN9QKa4Bq0FPNlGpeBKc73vZN6RzQm9w1KfTzKV1LKjT_8X-t0ovpcfqNm3tR-P9O2fsc-as_Fa0bKA145LpXFBCUITRy2Oitik-mA4cAmCMTiKiR1GrZZl0noC4k4LyTsJlxe7jQUXWhtmH-IaYnHnlK5ldGlsl_5qzrXupRNfO37q-Ol2u41reh3bpeOntQWP0VHHT8OaXinHRxpCHNChp-0-1NxKLf2HsULRU5592jBE89_j2XiyNthUz7h1Emx2vo4pr30mF_ZAsb4JlkqAEiBkX0J9OpcHxeCoeF_Nr1Dpy8_vHRd_8Z8AAAD___j7v8s
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/MODEL-DIOCESAN-GUIDANCE-ON-ADMISSION-TO-CATHOLIC-SCHOOLS-SEPTEMBER-2023-including-model-policies-and-model-SIF-Final.pdf
https://dioceseofbrentwood.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/EducationTeam/EXL4ZWnQBXxBm0k3Vbk-uQIBoYLrQTcpEkrBO_FZREgwmQ?e=ybbu76
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/116.23-Attachment-Prayer-and-Liturgy-Directory-for-schools-academies-and-colleges-To-love-You-more-dearly-1.pdf
https://dioceseofbrentwood.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/EducationTeam/EcO62IMKj9VKn98gavpOUNMBV-TJx63AieN54M2F8-5UjA?e=B3S7hp
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/pe-and-sports-in-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/ofsted-big-listen?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=Biglisten_mar24
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/subject-report-series-english
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/subject-report-series-english
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.us4.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d46387df40cbf78623e0679b2f%26id%3dcfbbbd618b%26e%3deb0fc33ae7&c=E,1,omb5ewLVMDe0Vj76R_uVhWDoOS0aj2d3iYMXmxDf7m7VJr5Joj2h4H9GDE3rGbD0mCbeWM-uD6TkiC_CKniPw1v9f_y4zKYMNKKrkB_hyNs,&typo=1
https://web.pro-forms.co.uk/onlineForms/entry.phtml?code=d6q2cyte
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fnga.us4.list-manage.com%2ftrack%2fclick%3fu%3d61b50c958d6d8bdc66ca58bbd%26id%3d7e4b89101e%26e%3d2410161020&c=E,1,EG7g0MeUWKM36rhM0gEiVcbqHWaBYIIWLkooSD3KyvT_GVmg8f33oIFxLMaBXQTiM_6BOuU4PwlpSuMclUHdJh00IAWlIQL1TSGAxTkgvfK4NA,,&typo=1
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/media-literacy-research/childrens

