
Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham – Paula Apeja 

A day filled with grace and community 

 

Never have I experienced such a beautiful unification of believers as I did at this Diocesan 

Pilgrimage to Walsingham.  

Pilgrims from across the diocese gathered early in the morning to begin their long journey to the 

famous Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. The coaches were filled with excitement, 

anticipation, and prayer as parishioners of all ages—from children to the elderly—prepared for a 

highly spiritual day. 

Upon arrival, the beauty of Walsingham immediately set the tone for a day of reflection and 

unity. Rolling green valleys, sacred prayer spaces, and the peaceful grounds of the old shrine 

ruins created a tranquil atmosphere. The heart of the day began at 12pm with a beautiful and 

reverent Mass, presided over by Bishop Alan and concelebrated by priests from multiple 

parishes. Young volunteers helped make the liturgy vibrant and engaging, offering their talents 

and joyful presence. 

The gathering was marked by a rich mix of cultures and backgrounds. Shared meals became a 

time of fellowship and cultural exchange, as people from different communities came together to 

break bread and share stories. New friendships were formed, and the sense of being part of a 

wider, living Church was deeply felt. 

One of the most memorable moments of the day was the Holy Mile. Pilgrims processed 

prayerfully behind a statue of Our Lady, carried through the green countryside. The rosary 

echoed through the valleys as hundreds joined their voices in devotion. The pilgrimage 

concluded at the ancient ruins of the original shrine with a period of Eucharistic Adoration, a 

moving and peaceful end to a day filled with grace and community. 

The Pilgrimage to Walsingham served as a powerful reminder of faith, heritage and the deep 

bonds that unite the Church across generations and cultures. 

 


