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Year 3  Branch 3 Galilee to Jerusalem
The expected outcomes are a synthesis of the content outlined in the knowledge lenses and the skills described in the ways of knowing. 
Each age-phase will have a prescribed set of expected outcomes that will indicate what pupils are expected to know, remember and be able to do, using
the language of the ways of knowing and applying it to the discrete knowledge within each lens.
It is against these expected outcomes that schools will assess pupil progress, both formatively and summatively. 
This directory does not prescribe a particular approach to assessment but does provide clear expectations for each age-phase that will allow meaningful assessment to occur. 
(Page 40 RED)

Use this document alongside the Ways of Finding out what pupils know document from the Assessment Toolkit
https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/red-assessment/ 
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	Success Criteria
	Recommended Assessment Methods
	Outcomes of evidence
	Week/Lesson
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Retell, in any form, the visit of the Magi and explain what the visit of the Magi and the gifts they bring show us about Jesus.
	· I can retell the story of the visit of the Magi. 
· I can explain what their visit and the gifts they bring show us about Jesus. 

	Assessment method 24: Hooks
Task: Provide pictures or simple objects representing the star, the Scriptures, Bethlehem, the house, the Magi worshipping Jesus, and the three gifts. Pupils select and arrange these to support a retelling of Matthew 2:1–12. The retelling may be spoken, drawn with captions, recorded or enacted with narration. Include the warning in a dream and the return by another route.
Follow the retelling with short prompts:
· “The Scriptures helped the Magi find Bethlehem. What happened next?”
· “The Magi came from outside the Jewish people. What does their visit help Christians understand about who Jesus comes for?”
· “Explain what each gift helps Christians understand about Jesus. Give a reason for each connection.”

Assessment method 10: Exit Tickets
Task: After the retelling activity, collect two brief answers, spoken, written or drawn with an explanation:
· “What does the Magi’s visit show about who Jesus comes for?”
· “Choose gold, frankincense or myrrh. Explain what Christians understand about Jesus through this gift, and why.”
Use the answers to identify which connection needs revisiting. Check other gifts in subsequent conversation where evidence is missing.

Assessment method 24: Hooks
Task: Following shared reading of Matthew 2:1–12, provide pictures or safe replica objects representing the star, the visitors, Herod, the child with Mary and the three gifts. Pupils choose which will help them retell the visit and explain their choices. The retelling may be spoken, drawn with captions, recorded or acted with narration. Include an individual explanation when pupils work together.
Use prompts such as:
· ‘What happens after the Magi speak to Herod?’
· ‘Retell what the Magi do when they find Jesus. What does their worship show about him?’
· ‘Explain what each gift shows about Jesus. How does the gift help us understand this?’

Assessment method 10: Exit Tickets
Task: After the retelling activity, use a brief individual ticket to check an explanation that remains uncertain. Accept a spoken answer, a labelled drawing with an explanation, or a few written sentences.
For example:
· ‘The Magi knelt before Jesus. Explain what this shows about who he is.’
· ‘Frankincense was used in worship. Explain why Christians connect this gift with Jesus being the Son of God.’
· ‘Myrrh points ahead in Jesus’ life. Explain what it tells us about him.’
Choose one or two prompts according to the evidence already collected. Check all three gifts across the assessment opportunities; a ticket about one gift does not establish understanding of them all.

	Expected evidence
· A recognisable, connected retelling: the Magi come from the East seeking Jesus; the star and the Scriptures guide their journey towards Bethlehem; they find the child with Mary in a house, worship him, offer gifts and return by another route after a warning. Minor omissions can be explored through a prompt.
· An explanation that visitors from outside the Jewish people help show that Jesus comes for all peoples.
· Meaningful connections for all three gifts: gold honours a king; frankincense is incense associated with worship and points to Jesus being God; myrrh, used in preparing bodies for burial, points towards Jesus’ real humanity, suffering and death. These connections may emerge across several activities.
· Accurate use of Magi or wise men, gold, frankincense, myrrh, king and worship. Plain explanations such as “Jesus is God and really human” are appropriate; divinity, Gentiles and universal revelation are teacher-facing terms, not additional vocabulary requirements.
Matthew names the gifts; their symbolic meanings come from the Church’s tradition. Teacher prompts should preserve this distinction without making a technical account of Scripture and Tradition an extra pupil task.
· A recognisable sequence: the Magi come from the East seeking the king of the Jews, speak with Herod in Jerusalem, reach the child with Mary in Bethlehem, kneel and worship, offer gifts, and return by another route after a warning in a dream. Pictures or prompts may support the retelling.
· An explanation that their kneeling and worship reveal the importance and identity of Jesus. Their coming from the East begins to show that he comes for all peoples.
· Simple reasons connecting each gift with Jesus: gold is a gift fit for a king; frankincense is used in worship and points to Jesus being God; myrrh, used in preparing bodies for burial, points to his real humanity and the suffering and death still ahead of him.
· An understanding that the child is truly God and truly human. The gifts reveal who Jesus is, rather than simply showing that the visitors were generous.
Useful pupil vocabulary includes Magi or wise men, gold, frankincense, myrrh, worship, king and Son of God. ‘Incarnation’ and ‘divinity’ are helpful teacher-facing terms, but pupils can demonstrate the meaning through accurate everyday language.


Working towards
· A largely accurate retelling, but explanations focus on the gifts being expensive or useful presents.
· Correct gift-to-meaning matches with little explanation of why they connect.
· An explanation of one or two gifts, with uncertainty about the others or about the significance of the visitors.
· Clear explanations supported by pictures or oral prompts, but an incomplete sequence. Record the understanding demonstrated and the support needed separately.
· Naming the visitors and gifts, or ordering cards, without explaining what the visit reveals about Jesus.
· An attractive picture or confident performance whose meaning remains unclear, even after an accessible follow-up prompt.
· Treating the Magi and shepherds as one visit to the manger, or claiming that Matthew specifies three kings. These details need checking against the passage without allowing them to dominate assessment.
· Explaining that the gifts or worship made Jesus a king or made him God. They recognise who Jesus already is.
· Offering only a moral about generosity or perseverance, or a personal statement of belief, without demonstrating the required understanding.
· Retells the main events accurately but explains the gifts only as expensive presents.
· Matches gifts to ‘king’, ‘God’ and ‘human’ but cannot yet explain the connections.
· Explains one or two gifts securely while confusing or omitting another.
· Explains the gifts orally but needs support to organise the narrative. Record these as distinct strengths and gaps.
· Names the three gifts, orders pictures or produces a detailed drawing without explaining what the visit and gifts reveal about Jesus.
· Relies on a familiar Christmas performance and cannot distinguish its additions from Matthew’s account. Matthew names three gifts but does not state that there were three visitors, that they were kings or that they travelled by camel.
· Says that the star is Jesus, that myrrh means the child is already dead, or that Jesus is partly God and partly human.
· Gives only a personal response, such as ‘I would give Jesus a present’. This does not yet demonstrate the required understanding.
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Show a simple understanding of what the kingdom of God is and is not.
	· I give examples of what the kingdom of God is like and what it is not like. 

	Assessment method 18: Be the Teacher
Task: Present a fictional pupil’s explanation: ‘Jesus forgave and healed the man. This shows that God’s kingdom is a country with a castle.’ Ask pupils to identify the accurate part, correct the mistaken description and explain their correction using the Gospel account. Allow paired rehearsal before gathering an individual spoken or written explanation.
Useful prompts:
· ‘What does “kingdom of God” mean here?’
· ‘How is this different from a country ruled by a king?’
· ‘Describe something Jesus says or does that helps explain your correction.’

Assessment method 10: Exit Tickets
Task: Provide three short prompts, answered in a few sentences or through a brief recorded or scribed response:
· ‘The kingdom of God means…’
· ‘In the Gospel account, Jesus… This shows God’s loving rule because…’
· ‘A mistaken idea about God’s kingdom is… It is mistaken because…’
Accept one relevant misconception, such as a kingdom defined by castles and borders, or the idea that it simply means people being nice. Pupils do not need to address every possible misunderstanding.

	Expected evidence
· A simple, accurate positive description, for example: ‘God’s kingdom means God is at work through Jesus, forgiving people and bringing them close to him.’
· A relevant Gospel detail linked to its meaning: ‘Jesus forgives the man. This shows God’s loving rule because he brings people back into friendship with God.’ Equivalent explanations are appropriate.
· A correction of a mistaken description, with a simple reason: ‘It does not mean a country with borders. It means God’s loving power at work through Jesus.’
The essential specialist expression is ‘kingdom of God’, used meaningfully. ‘God’s loving and saving rule’ is useful teacher language; pupils may explain it in ordinary words. Technical terms such as ‘reign’ and ‘redemption’ need not be recited.

Working towards
· The pupil knows the kingdom is not a castle but cannot yet describe what it means.
· The pupil gives an accurate description and retells a Gospel event, but leaves the connection between them unexplained.
· The pupil mentions forgiveness or kindness but does not yet identify God’s action through Jesus.
· Repeating a definition or selecting the correct statement without being able to explain its meaning through a supported follow-up.
· Retelling the account, drawing its events or naming Jesus without explaining what it reveals about God’s kingdom.
· Describing the kingdom only as a physical place, a reward earned by being good, or somewhere encountered only after death.
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Show a simple understanding of a miracle of Jesus (either Matt 8:5-13 or Matt 9:1-8) showing that it is a sign of the kingdom and the compassion of Jesus.
	· I can show a simple understanding of the miracle of the paralysed man / centurion.
 
· I can simply explain how the miracle is a sign of the kingdom and Jesus’ love for others. 

	Assessment method 18: Be the Teacher
Task: Present this teacher-written account for pupils to improve:
Some people brought a paralysed man to Jesus. Jesus healed him. Then Jesus told him his sins were forgiven. This miracle shows that Jesus was kind.
Pupils identify accurate details, correct the order of forgiveness and healing, and add to the final sentence. Invite spoken corrections, annotations or adult scribing. Use two prompts:
· Which action shows Jesus’ compassion, and why?
· What does this miracle show about God’s kingdom at work through Jesus?

Assessment method 10: Exit Tickets
Task: Ask pupils to draw or name one action from the account, then complete two brief explanations orally or in writing:
· ‘Jesus showed compassion when … because …’
· ‘This miracle is a sign of God’s kingdom because …’
Allow pupils to refer to the passage. Follow up a vague answer with ‘Which part of the account helps explain that?’

	Expected evidence

· Describes the main events accurately: people bring the paralysed man; Jesus announces forgiveness; Jesus tells him to get up and go home; the man gets up and goes home.
· Connects Jesus’ compassion with his response to the man’s suffering, rather than simply calling Jesus kind.
· Explains that the miracle is a sign of God’s kingdom because it shows God’s love, healing and forgiveness at work through Jesus. For this passage, pupils may connect the visible healing with Jesus’ authority to forgive.
· Shows developing meanings of miracle, sign, kingdom and compassion. Clear everyday explanations are valid evidence; terms such as saving reign and divine authority are teacher-facing theological language, not required pupil formulations.

Working towards
· Retells the account and explains compassion, but does not yet connect the miracle with God’s kingdom.
· Says ‘It is a sign of the kingdom’ without explaining what the sign shows or linking it to the account.
· Makes a relevant connection with God’s love or forgiveness, but needs support to describe the events accurately.
· Gives only a correct sequence, isolated vocabulary definitions or an unexplained drawing.
· Describes the miracle only as magic or an impressive power or treats the kingdom only as a palace or place in the sky.
· Offers a personal response such as ‘I would help someone who was ill’ without explaining the miracle’s meaning. Personal faith, feelings and intentions are not assessed.
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Show knowledge of two parables of Jesus, making links between them, to show some understanding of what the kingdom of God is like.
	· I can retell one of Jesus’ parables. 
· I can make links between the parable and Jesus’ message about the kingdom of God. 

	Assessment method 24: Hooks
Task: Provide objects or pictures associated with the two parables, such as a seed, a tree, yeast and dough. Pupils choose a hook for each parable, describe what happens in that parable and explain their choice. Follow with: ‘How are these two parables connected? What do they help us understand about God’s kingdom?’

Assessment method 32: Double Page Spread
Task: Use two facing pages, one for each parable. Pupils draw or write a short, accurate account of each, showing the order of events where helpful. A connecting arrow carries their explanation: ‘These parables are linked because… The details that show this are… Together they teach that God’s kingdom…’ Captions may be dictated to an adult.

Assessment method 10: Exit Tickets
Task: After work on both passages, invite three short written or recorded responses: ‘Describe one important detail from each parable’; ‘Explain how the two parables are linked’; ‘What does that link help us understand about God’s kingdom?’

	Expected evidence
· Pupils describe both parables recognisably and accurately, keeping their main details distinct and recognising them as Jesus’ teaching.
· Pupils make a meaningful connection and support it with something from each passage. For this pair, they might connect the seed’s growth with the yeast working through the dough.
· Pupils explain what the connection reveals about the kingdom. A possible response is: ‘The seed grows into a tree, and the yeast changes the dough. Both show a big change from a small beginning. Jesus teaches that God’s kingdom can be working in the world even when it is hard to notice.’ This is an illustration, not wording to memorise.
· Key pupil vocabulary: ‘parable’ and ‘kingdom of God’, used meaningfully. ‘Gospel’ helps identify the source. Everyday wording such as ‘God’s loving rule’ can show understanding; technical expressions such as ‘inaugurated’ and ‘saving action’ belong to teacher explanation rather than required pupil vocabulary.

Working towards
· Both accounts are accurate, but the connection stops at ‘they both grow’ without explaining what this reveals about God’s kingdom.
· One parable is explained clearly, while knowledge of the second is incomplete or confused.
· A plausible statement about the kingdom is offered, but the pupil cannot connect it to details from both passages.
· Naming the parables, correctly ordering pictures or repeating a supplied linking sentence without explaining its meaning.
· Linking the stories only because they involve natural things, food or familiar objects.
· Treating the teaching only as ‘work hard and succeed’, or describing the kingdom solely as a castle, a country or somewhere people go after death.
· A personal promise to be kind without evidence of understanding the two passages. Personal faith or willingness to act is not assessed here.
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Retell one of Jesus’ parables, making simple links between the chosen parable and Jesus’ message about the kingdom of God.
	· I can retell one of Jesus’ parables. 
· I can make links between the parable and Jesus’ message about the kingdom of God. 

	Assessment method 24: Hooks
Task: Provide a seed and pictures showing a mature plant and birds nesting in its branches. Pupils choose the objects or pictures that would help explain the parable to another pupil. Each pupil uses these to retell the passage, describing accurately what happens in sequence, including its ending. Follow with: ‘How does the change from the small seed to the large plant help explain Jesus’ message about God’s kingdom?’

Assessment method 31: I know, I wonder…
Task: In a short paired or adult-led conversation, each pupil retells the chosen parable. A partner or adult then poses a focused question: ‘I wonder why Jesus describes such a small seed growing into something so large?’ Follow with: ‘What does this help us understand about God’s kingdom? Which part of the parable helps explain that?’ Record each pupil’s own explanation.

	Expected evidence

· An oral, written or picture-supported retelling follows the chosen Gospel passage’s sequence and significant details. For the mustard seed, this includes sowing, growth and birds nesting in the branches. Exact biblical wording is unnecessary.
· A simple explanation connects the parable with Jesus’ kingdom message: ‘The seed starts small and grows very large. Jesus is showing that God’s kingdom can grow from small beginnings.’ This is indicative wording, not a required answer.
· The pupil uses the core terms parable and kingdom of God meaningfully: Jesus teaches through a story or comparison about God’s rule and action. ‘Kingdom of heaven’ is appropriate when following Matthew. The teacher-facing phrase ‘God’s saving rule, inaugurated by Christ and moving towards fulfilment’ need not be reproduced.
Working towards
· The pupil retells accurately but cannot yet connect the parable with God’s kingdom.
· The pupil explains the small-beginning/great-growth connection but gives an incomplete or confused retelling.
· The pupil repeats ‘the kingdom grows’ but needs prompting to identify what in the passage supports that statement.
· Correctly ordered pictures, copied captions or vocabulary labels without the pupil’s retelling and explanation.
· An unrelated moral such as ‘work hard and become successful’, or an explanation that makes the kingdom a physical country or only heaven after death.
· Invented meanings for every detail, or attractive artwork without an explanation grounded in the passage. Personal faith, enthusiasm and promised behaviour are not assessed understanding.
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Recall the ‘Our Father’ prayer and make simple links between the prayer and building the kingdom.
	· I can remember the Our Father prayer. 
· I can make simple links between the prayer and what it says about building the kingdom of God. 

	Assessment method 42: Ongoing Effective Questioning
Task: Use a short individual conversation, spread across lessons if necessary. Invite the pupil to recall the Our Father using the version taught. If needed, prompt with “What words come next?” and record the support given. Afterwards, make the prayer available so that difficulties remembering do not prevent the pupil from showing understanding.
Ask:
· “What are Christians asking God for when they say ‘Thy kingdom come’?”
· “How could welcoming someone who has been left out link with those words? Give a reason.”
· “Which words in the prayer could connect with making peace after a quarrel? Explain the link.”

Assessment method 10: Exit Tickets
Task: Before displaying the prayer, ask pupils to complete “Thy kingdom …” from memory. Then display the prayer and give a brief situation: “Two children have quarrelled. One apologises and the other forgives.” Pupils select words from the prayer that connect with the situation and explain the link in a sentence, a drawing with an explanation, or a dictated response. A possible scaffold is: “This links with … because …”.

	Expected evidence
· The pupil recalls the Our Father using the version taught. Any prompts are recorded separately from independently remembered words.
· The pupil describes God’s kingdom simply as God’s loving rule or people’s lives being shaped by God’s love, rather than a country with borders.
· The pupil links words from the prayer with an appropriate action and gives a simple reason. For example: “‘Thy kingdom come’ asks God for his love to guide people. Welcoming someone who is left out shows that love, so Christians are helping with God’s work.”
· Essential language includes prayer, kingdom and, when used in a link, forgive. Everyday explanations are sufficient. Terms such as petition, grace and final fulfilment can support teacher explanation without becoming required pupil vocabulary.


Working towards
· The pupil remembers only part of the prayer but gives a clear, reasoned link with Christian life.
· The pupil recalls the prayer but explains the connection only as “being good” or “being kind”, without relating it to particular words or asking God to act.
· The pupil selects a suitable action or phrase but needs a follow-up question to explain the connection.
· Reading the displayed prayer or joining a group recitation alone does not establish individual recall.
· Accurate recitation alone does not demonstrate the required links.
· A list of kind actions, an unexplained picture or a personal promise does not establish understanding of the prayer.
· An explanation treats the kingdom as a physical country, assumes people build it independently of God, or suggests that saying the words automatically makes it happen.
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