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Coalition - co-operation or
competition?

4 After a very strange election campaign in many

» ways i dominated by the debacle of expenses and
a lack of trust in any political party & we, the people, decided on no
overall majority, a Ohung parl i amen
interesting and exciting as two parties emerged to form a Coalition.

Strange bedfellows they may be with very widely opposing views on

issues such as defence, immigration, budgets etc. but what seems now

to be happening is that a style of government is developing that wishes

to set party differences aside and
wonderfully prophetic phrase, which resounded before the election,
perhaps taken from the document i ss
Conferencei € hoosing the Common Goodbd.

Commissioner Elizabeth Matear of the Salvation Army reminded all at a
recent event at which there were pe
amazing what we can achieve when we
the credito. These words were spoke
walk away from the Palace of Westminster; | hope that they will drift
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across and percolate the minds of all those who seek to steer us
through the troubled times ahead.

Focusing on the O0common goodd i s | U
what is best for us all. As we approach the summer season when

Parliament and the rest of the country will collectively pause for breath

and take the opportunity to recharge the batteries, we look on earnestly

to see how the current financial and social issues will be tackled,

watching more closely than ever to make sure that the most vulnerable
people in our society continue to be supported and protected. We look

at what o6Big Societyodo really wil!@ n
continue to put our faith into positive action for the benefit of our

families, our communities and our country.

Have a wonderful summer.

For your copy of Choosing the Common Good click here

What Next?

All the hype, expectation and disappointment we experienced running
up to, and during, the General Election has now evaporated, so what
are we left with and how are we going to hold the new Government to
account, at least on the social justice front?

There is a lot we can do: during the election campaign, candidates
made all sorts of promises and hundreds signed the Poverty Pledge,
Equality Pledge and Sanctuary Pledge. We must now ensure they
keep their promises. You can find out which MPs signed the Early Day
Motion accompanying the Poverty Pledge at hitp://edmi.parliament.uk/
EDMI/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38699. The list of signatories to the
Equality Pledge is at http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/pledge/signatories.



http://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/resources/jsr/pdf/9fe1f9c9-f61d-4636-ab81-c.pdf
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38699
http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=38699
http://www.equalitytrust.org.uk/pledge/signatories

One thing for sure is that those living on the margins are going to be
hardest hit and we have to take action to protect them and keep these

l ssues at the top of the of

t he

Did you know that 2010 is the European Year for Combating Poverty
and Social Exclusion (EY2010)? Every country in the EU is running
activities throughout the year to raise awareness and tackle poverty.

In the UK, Church Action on Poverty (CAP) has been chosen by the

Department for Work and Pensions to assist in running three

Gov

programmes of activities. All three programmes focus very strongly on
| i stening to real peopl ebs experier

If you are involved with people experiencing poverty through your
parish or local group, CAP would love you to take part. Itis able to

offer advice and resources. Find out more at; www.church-
poverty.orqg.uk/projects/ey2010

CAP has also produced a postcard to send your own message to the
Prime Minister on the three actions needed to reduce poverty and
inequality in the UK. These can be obtained from the website address

above.

Davina Bolt

(Acknowledgement Church Action on Poverty)

It is with great sadness that | learnt of the death of
Kathleen Harding. As many of you will know, Kathleen
was a great campaigner for Justice and Peace and

always supported the work of the Commission. There

Church on 17 " July. Please contact Fr Denis Hall who
will be celebrating the Mass, and co -ordinating the
arrangements.

_

wi | | be a memori al Mass for

Davina

W,

Kat h


http://www.church-poverty.org.uk/projects/ey2010
http://www.church-poverty.org.uk/projects/ey2010

Brentwood and Dundee
Bishop Graham Rose visits our Diocese

On a beautiful sunny Sunday, we welcomed Bishop Graham to England
at the start of his visit to our Diocese. After an enjoyable lunch in a
typical English hostelry we arrived at Clergy House, Brentwood where
the Bishop would be staying during his visit.

The following day, Monday, 17th May saw the
beginning of a very full and varied programme of Q
visits for Bishop Graham. His first port of call { 5o A
was to The Most Holy Redeemer in Billericay, \1 '

where the parish priest, Father John McGrath, R W ;‘
was waiting to greet us. The first engagement Hq = Wﬂf |

was at St Petero6s Primary School wr
school assembly. Most appropriately
weeko ! BBC Radi o Essex was preser

Graham (this will soon be available to listen to on
www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/cjsr). The visit ended with Mass,

s a  (0OlIOWE DY a reception in the parish hall. It was
=1 = very fitting that Bishop Graham was able to visit The
i Most Holy Redeemer as this year the parish is

The following day, Tuesday 18th May, was probably the busiest day of

the week. After a very early start we arrived at St Thomas More High

School for Boys, Westcliff where Bishop Graham addressed a school
assembly. Peter Travis, the headteacher, welcomed us and we also

met Louise Snook and Margaret Lewis. The assembly was followed by

a |lively Aguestions and answer so SeE
school library. All too quickly we had to be on our way to the next
appointment, but not before we had a photo shoot with some of the

students!

Our next appointment was with Neil Jameson at London Citizens in
Whitechapel. Unfortunately, Neil was called away to a meeting in
Downing Street! Looking after us, in his absence, was Lina Jamoul.
Bishop Graham (who had requested this meeting) was extremely
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impressed with the work of London Citizens and eager to find out how
he could work with them in Dundee. We came back to Clergy House
and after a short break Bishop Graham joined some of the staff at
Cathedral House for tea.

That evening Bishop Thomas McMahon and
Bishop Graham concelebrated Mass in
Brentwood Cathedral. This was a truly
inspiring and moving event, attended by 20
priests and over 200 parishioners from across
the Diocese.

Before Bishop Thomas welcomed everyone to
the Mass, the children f
School, Brentwood presented both Bishops

- with banners featuring the names of our

twinned parishes,
here in Brentwood
and in Dundee.

The homily was given by Bishop Graham
and will be available from our website.

An informal reception in the Cathedral Hall
followed the Mass. This gave many
parishioners from across the diocese the
opportunity to meet and talk to Bishop
Graham.

The next day began with Bishop Thomas accompanying Bishop

Graham on a visit to Ingatestone Hall, then Bishop Graham and | went

on to St Anthonyos, Forest Gate whe
welcome him to the parish. Bishop Graham had lunch with Father

Denis and other priests. The after
and St Anthonyds school s. Il n the e
Confirmandi group and then cel ebrat
Altogether this was a most enjoyable and uplifting day.
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Thursday 20th May took the Bishop to Our Lady of Good Counsel,
Wickford. After lunch, hosted by Father Dan Mason, there was an
opportunity to meet a group of parishioners who had visited Volksrust,
their twinned parish in Dundee, a couple of years ago. The afternoon
was spent with teachers and pupils at Our Lady of Ransom Primary
School, Rayleigh. In the evening Bishop Graham celebrated Mass,
with Father Dan, and this was followed by a reception in the parish hall.

Friday 21st May was spent at St Mary Mother of God, Hornchurch.

Foll owing Father John Hayesods wel cc
Mass in St Maryodés Primary School an
the children. Following lunch with Father John, Father Patrick and

Father Paul, Bishop Graham met the teachers and more of the children

at St Maryoés Primary School

That evening Bishop Graham had dinner with Bishop Thomas
McMahon.

On Saturday 22nd May | collected Bishop Graham from Stock and we
proceeded to Colchester. Father Anthony McKentey was waiting to
welcome our visitor and introduce him, over lunch, to other priests in
the Deanery. There was an opportunity in the afternoon to meet
informally with parishioners. All too quickly, though, we had to leave
Colchester as Bishop Graham was travelling that evening to
Manchester.

The purpose of Bishop Thomasdé i nvit
Brentwood was so that he could meet the recently ordained Bishop of
our twinned Diocese in Dundee. He also saw this as an opportunity to
strengthen and endorse the Twinning Project. | know this particular
wish of Bishop Thomas was certainly achieved since throughout our
Diocese, wherever Bishop Graham went, he was warmly welcomed
and made to feel very much at home. He told me how impressed he
had been with the warmth from everyone he met, especially from our
priests, and with the standard of our schools. This visit had enabled
him to appreciate, personally, the worth of the Twinning Project and
how important it is to keep it alive.

Davina Bolt



Wh at | S ONOt Dead VYet UK G

NDY UK is a network of disabled people who actively oppose any
changes to assisted suicide legislation which would, if enacted,
effectively legalise the premature ending of the lives of disabled and
terminally ill people.

NDYUK was formed in 2006 in response to concerns among disabled
people about the increasing number of well coordinated campaigns
aimed at promoting social acceptance of voluntary euthanasia and
assisted suicide.

The Resistance campaign is being launched to highlight disabled and
terminally il peopl eds fears and t
assisted suicide and euthanasia remains in place.

Facing the prospect of increasing cuts in the public sector, people with
life-limiting conditions are worried that the support they need to
continue to live fulfilling lives is dwindling, resulting in more people
being forced to consider premature death as the only viable option. Our
concern is that seriously ill, emotionally distraught people would come
under intense pressure to end their lives, partly to avoid further
suffering, but also to avoid becoming a burden on their families and
their carers.

You can be part of the Resistance Campaign by calling on your MP to
sign up to the OResistanced6 Charter
palliative care and independent living services and maintain legal

protection for all people who are terminally ill or disabled.

To read the text of the Charter and to sign the petition go to
http://www.theresistancecampaign.org.uk/petition/

Elisabeth Abbott

(source Care Not Killing)
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http://www.theresistancecampaign.org.uk/petition/
http://www.carenotkilling.org.uk/

Introducing Daisy

Last September | wrote about my decision to re-
apply for a guide dog after three and a half years
without one. Well the wait is over! Daisy and | are
now fully qualified and she has become the latest
member of our Commission.

Daisy is a very small black Labrador bitch who will
be two years old at the end of August. Small she
may be but she is full of life and very determined.
Nothing pleases her more than to be in a busy area, (Liverpool Street

Station at f our obcl ock i n the rush

to use all her skill and concentration to get us both safely on our way.

As | said before many things have changed. At least half of the training
now takes place from home which is much more useful. Daisy can find
t hings such as cash machines whi
thing that hasndét changed is the
out together. It is no longer just me trying to negotiate unexpected
obstacles like road works, | feel as if | have a friend to help.

She is also a great ice breaker, | find | speak to more people when we
are out together. Usually the conversations are about how beautiful she
Is but sometimes | get asked about how she was trained and what she
can do. These are great opportunities to raise awareness about guide
dogs and about disability in general. It does bring with it the
disadvantage of making journeys longer but that is a small price to pay
for the friendliness which these conversations bring.

So will Daisy change my life? Yes, | think she will in many ways. | have
the freedom and independence back that | had with the previous dogs.
Travelling is more enjoyable now and less of a challenge when you
have company on the journey. Best of all | have had to slow down;
some things take a little longer with a guide dog. So if | miss the bus
thereol | be another one behind!

Elisabeth Abbott
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As many will recall in the run up to the General

and firm commitments from all prospective MPs

to the Sanctuary Pledge. This innovative and

positive approach sought collective agreement on a number of
recommendations from the Independent Asylum Seekers Commission

report on how we, as a nation and as a variety of communities, can

look for justice for those who seek sanctuary in this country. The

Pledge sought to ensure that extremist policies were not pandered to,

that a culture of 6é6Sanctuaryd was ¢
a better understanding between local communities, that the long term
future of 6Sanctwuaryodo would be sectu
that the detention of children for immigration purposes would be ended.

The outcome of the election surprised some but we know that signing a
pledge in the run up to an election is a different matter to realising that
pledge in the future. However, the positive signs are already showing

and the new coalition governmentos
Green spoke of what he saw as the ¢
puts children in detentiono. He wa s

Citizens event in Westminster, when Neil Jameson, lead organiser for

London Citizens, reminded him about the attempts last year by a

group, including Father Christmas, to provide Christmas presents for

the children detained at the Yarl 0s
thwarted when they were refused entry by the authorities. Mr Green

gave the pledge that by Christmas r
anyone has to dress up as Father Christmasit hen | wi |l | ! 6.

We will continue to ensure that our new government delivers on its
promises and that we seek a just and humane process for the
treatment of all who seek sanctuary in the UK. To find out more about
both the Sanctuary Pledge and Citizens for Sanctuary i contact CJSR
or visit www.citizensforsanctuary.org.uk/

Phil Butcher
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The Papal Visit

Three decades after Pope John Paul Il visited Britain we will once
again host a papal visit, but this time, as the invitation to Pope Benedict
was extended by the Queen, this will be more of a State visit,

Archbishop Vincent Nichols has announced the launch of two new

resources. Heart speaks unto heart is a booklet which answers ten

guestions about the visit and the role of the Catholic church in Britain.

There are also resources for parishes including downloadable prayer
cards and posters and readings fron
Caritas In Veritate (Charity in Truth) which focuses on Catholic social

teaching and is a profound commentary on the economic financial crisis

whi ch has shaken to the core the wc
market economics. These resources are intended to help parishes

prepare for the visit.

For more information and updates on the visit go to
http://www.thepapalvisit.org.uk/

Prayer for the Papal Visit to Britain

God of truth and love,

your Son, Jesus Christ, stands as the light
to all who seek you with a sincere heart.

As we strive with your grace

to be faithful in word and deed,

may we reflect the kindly light of Christ

and offer a witness of hope and peace to all.
We pray for Pope Benedict

and look forward with joy

to his forthcoming visit to our countries.

May he be a witness to the unity and hope
which is your will for all people.

We make our prayer through Christ our Lord
Amen

Our Lady, Mother of the Church i pray for us
St Andrew i pray for us
St George i pray for us
St David i pray for us.
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The 6Peace Gamesao

As we are currently enjoying (well some of us are!) the excitement of

the World Cup in South Africa, many are viewing this as a precursor to

what we can expect in London for the 2012 Games. | am sure that no-

one could have failed either to have heard about, or maybe even have
seen, the growing 00Ol ympic Villagedéa
the Olympic and Paralympic Games which are now less than two years

away.

However, amidst all the razzmatazz of the Games and other world
class sporting events there often exists a dark underside. As partners in
the More Than Gold campaign, we are looking to ensure that not only
are the Games themselves an enjoyable event for as many as possible,
but also that everyone can really get the best out of them and build
lasting legacies for future generations.

More than Gold works along five key threads which are concerned

with some of the most pressing needs of both visitors and local

communities alike. These focus on human trafficking and prostitution,
homel essness, climate changdgaeeacef ai r

More than Gold is a coalition of representatives from many different
faiths whose aims are centred around the common good which can
potentially come from the Games. This will involve schools and
parishes in the diocese and we pray with all confidence that these
Games will be remembered for all the right reasons and that we can
truly claim London as the City of Peace.

As these plans become finalised we will be contacting schools and
parishes to see how their students can enjoy
the Games, be part of building a lasting legacy
for future generations; and enable London to

become a role model for Brazil in 2016. Look
out for more information over the coming
/ months!
MORE THAN Phil Butcher

GOLD
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CAFOD Brentwood update

connect2 is a new initiative that will give parish communities in
England and Wales the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of
our work and the difference their money makes on the ground, and to
enter into a relationship with one of our overseas partners in specific
communities in El Salvador, Cambodia, Rwanda, Brazil, Ethiopia and
Bangladesh.

The purpose is to build real and current connections and to create a
partnership that is about learning, change and solidarity.

Parishes that sign up to connect2 will hear directly from people in the
community, their lives, hopes and struggles and how and why CAFOD
works through the partner in that country. We hope that parishes will
also want to share something of their life and activities with the
community and partner overseas, through photographs of parishioners
in action, cards and stories.

Parishes will be able to designate their funds to support their chosen
community and others like it in the country.

If your parish or group would like to explore the idea of connect2 please
contact the Brentwood office.

Act on Poverty 1 who is your neighbour?

With the new government now in place, we need to make sure that
tackling global poverty is top of the to-do list. We are launching a new
action card asking the Prime Minister to act on climate change, aid and
making business work for the poor.

We must keep up pressure by asking the government to keep pushing
for a fair climate change deal at the UN, to honour its commitment to
spending 0.7% of national income on aid by 2013, and that the money
is directed at reaching the poorest. We must also ensure that
businesses are accountable to the people in poor countries who are
affected by their operations.

13



Please order cards and support materials
by emailing campaign@cafod.org.uk  or

www.cafod.org.uk/takeaction and donot
forget to tell us that your parish is taking
this action.

Joanna Jarvis, Denise Grierson and Mary Matthews

CAFOD Brentwood

020 8502 9722
brentwood@cafod.org.uk
www.cafod.orqg.uk/brentwood

Thanks to all our supporters

Throughout the year we tell you about campaigns and events that
relate to the work of our Commission. We know that you support the
work in which we are involved in many different ways so it seems fitting
to offer our thanks to you for your help in the past few months. Here are
two ways that your help has been invaluable.

Migrants Mass and Citizens Assembly 2010

0ln His days Justice shall fl our.i
Psalm 71: v7

(Archbishop Vincent Nichols 1 Homily)

The cold and damp of the day did little to suppress the spirits of over
2,000 people who packed Westminster Cathedral for the annual Mass
in support of migrant workers and their families.

The Mass which was concelebrated by Archbishop Vincent Nichols
along with Bishop Thomas and Bishop Patrick Lynch of Southwark is a
popular and very colourful event. This is the fifth time the Mass has
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